
 

 

Email: towncouncil@melksham-tc.gov.uk Web: www.melksham-tc.gov.uk 
Facebook: facebook.com/melksham.town 

 

 

To: Councillor S Rabey (Chair) 

 Councillor A Griffin (Vice-Chair) 

 Councillor P Alford 

Councillor P Aves 

Councillor G Cooke 

Councillor G Ellis 

Councillor J Oatley 

Councillor C Stokes 

 

Meeting of the Economic Development and Planning Committee – Monday 17th February 2025 

 

Dear Councillors 

 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Economic Development and Planning Committee 

 In accordance with the Local Government Act (LGA) 1972, Sch 12, paras 10 (2)(b). 

 

The meeting will be held at Melksham Town Hall in the Committee Chamber on Monday 17th 

February 2025 commencing at 19.00 pm. 

 

Please note members of the public are welcome to attend in person or online, but are requested to 

send their questions to locum@melksham-tc.gov.uk by noon on the working day before the 

meeting. This will make it more likely that we will be able to answer their questions on the night.  

 

Virtual Meeting Access: 

Please follow the joining instructions below for the virtual Zoom meeting 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

 

Meeting ID: 836 6987 6198 Passcode: 481965 

 

Participants will be directly let in the meeting by clicking on the above link. There is no 

waiting room 

 

A period of public participation will take place during the meeting.  The Press and Public are 

welcome to attend this meeting. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Mrs T Predeth BA(Hons), MPA, FSLCC 

Town Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Document Pack

http://www.melksham-tc.gov.uk/


Melksham Town Council 

Economic Development and Planning Committee 

 

Tuesday 18 February 2025 

At 19.00 pm at the Town Hall 

 

 

 

Public Participation – To receive questions from members of the public. 

 

 

In the exercise of Council functions.  Members are reminded that the Council has a general 

duty to consider Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, Human Rights and the need to conserve 

biodiversity.  The Council also has a duty to tackle discrimination, provide equality of 

opportunity for all and foster good relations in the course of developing policies and 

delivery services under the public sector Equality Duty and Equality 2010. 

 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Apologies   

 To receive apologies for absence. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest   

 To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of items on this agenda as required by 

the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council. 

  

Members are reminded that, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, they are 
required to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest or other registrable interests 

which have not already been declared in the Council’s Register of Interests. Members 
may however, also decide, in the interests of clarity and transparency, to declare at this 

point in the meeting, any such disclosable pecuniary interests which they have already 

declared on the Register, as well as any other registrable or other interests.  

 

3. Public Participation   

 Members of the public are invited to attend the meeting and address the council. 

 

4. Minutes  (Pages 1 - 6) 

 To approve the Minutes of the Economic Development and Planning Committee meeting 

held on  

 

5. Planning Considerations   

 Members to note that when responding to planning applications consideration should 

be given to the Melksham Joint Neighbourhood Plan, the Wiltshire Core Strategy and the 



National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

 

6. Planning Applications   

 To comment on the following planning applications 

 

 6.1 PL/2024/11426   

 PL/2024/11426 - Outline Planning Permission 

Address: Land to the South of A365 Bath Road and West of Turnpike Garage, Melksham, 

Wilts 

Proposal: Construction of warehouse with office space, parking and associated 

landscaping including site access 

Respond By 11-02-2025 

 

This application is within the boundary of Melksham Without Parish Council and was 

considered by them on 4th February 2025. 

 

 6.2 PL/2025/00390   

 PL/2025/00390 - Removal of Hedgerow 

Address: Hedgerow located on each side of existing gate at Bath Road, Melksham, 

Wiltshire, SN12 8EG. 

Proposal: Section of temporary hedgerow removal is required 1m either side of an 

existing gate access, therefore 2m total, to facilitate a sewer replacement 

scheme being undertaken by Wessex Water. The temporary removal is 

required to facilitate access for construction machinery to the working area, 

within the neighbouring fields. Upon completion of the scheme, the hedgerow 

will be replanted following STD836 standards; a copy of this has been 

submitted with the hedgerow removal application. 

Respond By 18-02-2025 

 

 6.3 PL/2025/00283   

 PL/2025/00283 - Full Planning Permission 

Address: 39 Sandridge Road, Melksham, Wilts, SN12 7BQ 

Proposal: Change of use from a C3 dwelling house to a C2 residential care home for up to 

4 children. 

Respond By 19-02-2025 

 

 6.4 PL/2025/00176   

 PL/2025/00176 - Lawful Development Certificate for an Existing Use 

Address: 11 Burnet Close, Melksham, SN12 7SJ 

Proposal: Certificate of lawfulness to demonstrate that a single storey conservatory was 

substantially completed more than 10 years ago 

Respond By 21-02-2025 

 

 6.5 PL/2025/00979   

 PL/2025/00979 - Works to a Protected Tree 

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000BQqO1IAL/pl202411426
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000Bz7RGIAZ/pl202500390
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000BtqHNIAZ/pl202500283
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000BoRoHIAV/pl202500176
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000CLydVIAT/pl202500979


Address: THE COACH HOUSE OAKWOOD, 7A SPA ROAD, MELKSHAM, SN12 7NP 

Proposal: T1 - Crown reduce Beech tree by up to 3.5m in height and 2.5m laterally . T2 -

Crown reduce Oak tree by up to 2.5-3m (25%). Crown raise over driveway up 

to 4m and over car park up to 3-3.5m. Remove any major deadwood 

Respond By 22-02-2025 

 

7. Planning Decisions   

 To note the following planning decisions 

 

 7.1 PL/2024/08832   

 PL/2024/08832 - Advertisement Consent 

Address: 8 High Street, Melksham, SN12 6JU 

Proposal: Shopfront signage with trough light and vinyl window and door graphics 

Decision Date: 21-01-2025 Decision: Approve with Conditions 

MTC Decision: Support 

 

 7.2 PL/2024/11449   

 PL/2024/11449 - Proposed Works to Trees in a Conservation Area 

Address: EBENEZER CHAPEL, UNION STREET, MELKSHAM, SN12 7PR 

Proposal: T1 - Section fell Lawson Cypress conifer tree 

Decision Date: 21-01-2025 Decision: No Objection 

MTC Decision: Support 

 

 7.3 PL/2024/01069   

 PL/2024/01069 - Works to a Listed Building 

Address: 59 King Street, Melksham, Wilts, SN12 6HE 

Proposal: Removal of marine plywood to passageway arch and proposed replacement 

side passage door 

Decision Date: 24-01-2025 Decision: Approve with Conditions 

MTC Decision: Support 

 

 7.4 PL/2024/10702   

 PL/2024/10702 - Householder Application 

Address: 22 Woodstock Garden, Melksham, SN12 6AN 

Proposal: Proposed replacement of existing garage with a larger garage. 

Decision Date: 30-01-2025 Decision: Approve with Conditions 

MTC Decision: Support.   

 

8. Lime Down Solar Park  (Pages 7 - 16) 

 To note consultation and consider response. 

 

9. Local Highways and Footpath Improvement Group (LHFIG)  Issues   

 

 9.1 Bank Street  (Pages 17 - 18) 

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ3000009UkRdIAK/pl202408832
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000BS0MHIA1/pl202411449
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ3000003lLIbIAM/pl202401069
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000AxLvVIAV/pl202410702


 For decision. 

 

10. Neighbourhood Plan   

 Joint Melksham Neighbourhood Plan 2 Examination Arrangements are being undertaken 

and a fact check report in late March 2025 

 

11. Temporary Road Closure Notifications   

 Sandridge Road  

Resurfacing Works A3102 

The order will come into operation from 24th February  to 8th March 2025 19.00 – 06.00 

am Monday – Friday  

 

12. Parish Steward   

 To consider jobs to be undertaken by the Parish Steward. 

 

13. Speed Indicators   

 To receive a report on SIDS activity. 

 

14. Date of Next Meeting 11th March 2025   
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Melksham Town Council 

 

Minutes of the Economic Development and Planning Committee meeting held 

on Tuesday 28th January 2025 

 

PRESENT: Councillor S Rabey (Chair) 

 Councillor A Griffin (Vice-Chair) 

 Councillor P Alford 

Councillor P Aves 

Councillor C Stokes 

Councillor J Westbrook (substituting for Councillor Ellis) 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:   

 

 

OFFICERS: Andrew Meacham Committee Clerk 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Two member of the public were present and one member of Melksham 

Without Parish Council was present virtually. 

230/24 Apologies 

 

Apologies were received from Councillor Ellis, who was substituted by Councillor J 

Westbrook. 

 

231/24 Declarations of Interest 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

232/24 Public Participation 

 

Local Resident to comment on item 6.1 

 

May I make the following statement of objection to the retrospective planning 

application, which may have been created by my contact with the Planning 

Enforcement at the Council who in turn visited the site. 

 

My objection are in three categories . 

 

1. Breach of Permitted Development Rights in accord with the Town and Country 

Planning Act (Permitted Development Order ) 2015 Class E 

2. Development as submitted is not in accord with the Wiltshire Core Strategy 

Policy 57 

3. The constant low noise of a pump is not in accord with the Environmental 

Protection Act 1990 Sec 79 Statutory nuisance. 
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1.The structures were built prior to a visit from Wiltshire Council Planning Department 

and a third of the structure is in front of the ‘principal elevation of the original 
dwellinghouse’ as defined in the Planning Act - which can be seen when looking at 

Google maps. The submitted location plan is misleading. In addition to the structures a 

pond has been developed which should comply with E1j of the Permitted Development 

Order namely not more than 3,500 litres.  

Has this been considered as part of the Planning Departments initial investigation?. 

 

2. Notwithstanding that (name redacted by officer) has a right to the enjoyment of his 

dwellinghouse, any development within the curtilage must comply with the council 

own Local Development Plan which is agreed in the Core Strategy Policy, namely – 

That any development is to be of a high standard, which is expected to create a strong 

sense of place through drawing on the local context and being complementary to the 

locality. The structures now developed are in congruous in the street scene, to the 

detriment of the character and appearance of the area – in short not in accord with 

Core Strategy Policy 57 (iii). No other property within the south of Melksham has such 

development. Though the applicant is maximising on the use of the plot it does not 

take into account the wider character of the area as per Policy 57 (vi) 6. No 

consultation has been invited by (name redacted by officer), so no regard has been 

given to the compatibility of such structures with the neighbouring property, which is a 

residential bungalow, Therefore the developments impact on a neighbouring 

properties amenity is that of overshadowing, loss of privacy, vibration and noise 

contrary to Policy 57 (vii)7.   

 

3. With regard to the Environmental Protection Act Sec 79 Statutory Nuisance, there 

are three elements – that any premises in such a state as to be prejudicial to the health 

or a nuisance  - noise emitted from premises so as to be prejudicial to health or 

nuisance – noise that is prejudicial to health or nuisance and is emitted from or caused 

by vehicles, machinery or equipment in a street  is contrary to the Act. It is beholden on 

the Local Authority which has a duty to cause it’s area to be inspected from time to 
time to detect any statutory nuisances which ought to be dealt with under Sec 80 of 

the Act.  

The noise is 24hr constant and is of a low frequency that carries into the home next 

door. During darkness it is louder than in daytime and can be heard from the highway. 

My submission to this Council is that such unauthorised developments will - if 

approved, set a serious precedence and have a severe impact on the residential 

enjoyment of all residential properties adjoining such sites. Thank You for listening. 

 

 

233/24 Minutes 

 

The minutes of 9th January 2025, having previously been circulated, were approved as a 

correct record and signed by the Chair, Councillor Rabey. 

 

234/24 Planning Considerations 

 

235/24 Planning Applications 
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236/24 PL/2024/11307 

 

Members noted that Councillor Hubbard had called the application in. 

 

Councillor Griffin advised that he had visited the property and gave a summary of his 

observations and views. 

 

There was discussion about the sizes of the building, the size of the pond, the noise of 

the pump and possible mitigating actions. 

 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow the resident to speak and members to ask 

questions. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Griffin, seconded by Councillor Alford and 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to  

 

• object to the application with concerns about the location/proximity to 

boundary/buildline.  

• Ask Wiltshire Council to check the size and depth of the pond to confirm it 

complies with regulations. 

• Ask that conditions be imposed to mitigate the noise and vibration from the 

pump if Wiltshire Council is minded to approve the application. 

 

237/24 PL/2025/00004 

 

It was proposed by Councillor J Westbrook, seconded by Councillor Rabey and 

 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to support the application. 

 

238/24 PL/2025/00079 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Alford, seconded by Councillor Stokes and 

 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to support the application. 

 

239/24 PL/2024/11529 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Aves, seconded by Councillor Rabey and 

 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to support the application. 

 

240/24 Planning Decisions 

 

241/24 PL/2023/00478 

 

The decision was noted. 
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242/24 PL/2024/10575 

 

The decision was noted. 

 

243/24 PL/2024/04833 

 

The decision was noted. 

 

244/24 PL/2024/10636 

 

The decision was noted. 

 

245/24 PL/2024/11022 

 

The decision was noted. 

 

246/24 To Receive and Consider Correspondence from MWPC 

 

Members noted the desire to move away from working groups where possible but felt 

that the CIL Working Group, which is joint with Melksham Without Parish Council, must 

continue. Officers were requested to arrange a meeting. 

 

247/24 Wiltshire Speed Survey Results 

 

The survey was noted. 

 

248/24 Local Highways and Footpath Improvement Group (LHFIG)  Issues 

 

249/24 Roundpond Speed Limit Assessment 

 

Members noted the report and Councillor Alford spoke to the item. 

 

It was [proposed by Councillor Alford, seconded by Councillor Rabey and 

 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to support the proposed speed limit and respond urging 

LHFIG to adopt the proposal. 

 

250/24 Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Committee Clerk gave a quick update. 

 

251/24 Temporary Road Closure Notifications 

 

The Temporary Road Closure Notifications were noted. 

 

252/24 A3102 
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The item was noted. 

 

253/24 Footpath 22 (Part), Melksham 

 

The item was noted. 

 

254/24 Notification of Strategic Planning Committee 

 

The item was noted. 

 

255/24 Parish Steward 

 

Debris on the pavement in The Crays and St Andrew Road area. Elderly residents have 

mentioned it as a trip hazard. 

 

Bus shelter opposite McDonalds covered in graffiti and dirt kicked up by passing 

vehicles. Shelter is maintained by Melksham Town Council so Committee Clerk will 

speak to Amenities Manager. 

 

Thanks were expressed to the Parish Steward and Wiltshire Council for the good work 

done around the town. 

 

256/24 Other items 

 

Officers were requested to contact Wiltshire Council about permission to replace the 

goalpost in Riverside Drive. 

 

Land at Upside. Councillor Alford has been in talks with the developers. They have 

agreed to put a loop into the pathway of the park. 

 

 

Meeting Closed at: 7.45 pm 

 

Signed:    Dated: 
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Highways Improvement Request Form 
Contact Details 

Name: Date: 

Address: 

Telephone No: 

Email Address: 

Issue Details 

Location of Issue: 

Community Area: 

Parish or Town Council: 

Nature of Issue: (Max 600 characters)

How long has it been an issue? 

What would you like done to resolve this issue? (Max 600 characters)

Have you been in touch with your local Wiltshire Councillor? (Yes/No) 

This form needs to be completed and e-mailed or sent to your local Town or Parish Council. 
Town and Parish contact details are available via the link below: 

https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/mgParishCouncilDetails.aspx 

Town or Parish Council Comments: (To be completed by Town or Parish Council only - Max 600 characters) 

Page 17
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Ms Mia Williams 11/01/2025

Bank Street, Union Street

Melksham Town Council

Melksham

The issue is with unsafe, accident prone pavements, on the streets of Bank Street SN12 7PR. 
The sections of pavements on both streets are only a small section, but the potential of someone 
falling from the edge, on to the road traffic, is dangerous. 
The section of pavements are about a two foot drop from the roadside with no defense or 
support to aid you, should you fall, trip, be pushed. 
There are young peoples whizzing by on scooters, bikes, passed elderly ones, also for those 
others who have disabilities in other shapes or form.

For Health & Safety reasons for one and all, there seriously should be a safety railing put in 
place, for those elevated sections of pavement. Bank Street only has a white thick painted line to 
warm you of the drop, someone visually impaired could miss this completely. 
What with all the traffic crowding out the pavements, (bikes,scooters etc) there really is no room 
for error along those stretches of pavement. Accident waiting to happen. GOD forbid. Please can 
some railings be put in place.

Yes
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