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Town Hall, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 6ES
Tel: (01225) 704187

Town Clerk and RFO Linda Roberts BA(Hons) PGCAP, FHEA,
FLSCC

To: Councillor G Ellis (Chair)
Councillor G Cooke (Vice-Chair)
Councillor P Aves
Councillor S Crundell
Councillor C Goodhind
Councillor J Oatley
Councillor S Rabey

20 March 2023
Dear Councillors

In accordance with the Local Government Act (LGA) 1972, Sch 12, paras 10 (2)(b) you are
invited to attend the Economic Development and Planning Committee meeting of Melksham
Town Council. The meeting will be held at the Town Hall on Monday 27th March 2023
commencing at 7.00 pm.

A period of public participation will take place in accordance with Standing Order 3(e) prior to
the formal opening of the meeting. The Press and Public are welcome to attend this meeting in
person, alternatively the public and press may join the meeting via Zoom.

In accordance with the Council’s commitment to being open and transparent; all Town Council
meetings are recorded and broadcast live. The right to do so was established under the

Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations.

Yours sincerely

B

Mrs L A Roberts BA(Hons), PGCAP, FHEA, FSLCC
Town Clerk and RFO

Email: towncouncil@melksham-tc.gov.uk Web: www.melksham-tc.gov.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/melksham.town



http://www.melksham-tc.gov.uk/

Melksham Town Council
Economic Development and Planning Committee
Monday 27 March 2023
At 7.00 pm at the Town Hall

Public Participation — To receive questions from members of the public.

In the exercise of Council functions. Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty
to consider Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, Human Rights and the need to conserve
biodiversity. The Council also has a duty to tackle discrimination, provide equality of
opportunity for all and foster good relations in the course of developing policies and delivery
services under the public sector Equality Duty and Equality 2010.

Virtual Meeting Access:
Please follow the joining instructions below for the virtual Zoom meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83669876198?pwd=WIAvY1ZsYVNyUIM3VktqajFxOHhtdz09

Meeting ID: 836 6987 6198
Passcode: 481965

Participants will be directly let in the meeting by clicking on the above link. There is no
waiting room

AGENDA

1. Apologies

To receive apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of Interest

To receive any Declarations of Interest in respect of items on this agenda as required by
the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council.

Members are reminded that, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, they are
required to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest or other registrable interests which
have not already been declared in the Council’s Register of Interests. Members may
however, also decide, in the interests of clarity and transparency, to declare at this point
in the meeting, any such disclosable pecuniary interests which they have already
declared on the Register, as well as any other registrable or other interests.

3. Minutes (Pages 1 - 8)

Email: towncouncil@melksham-tc.gov.uk Web: www.melksham-tc.gov.uk
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To approve the Minutes of the Economic Development and Planning Committee meeting
held on 6 March 2023.

Planning Considerations

Members to note that when responding to planning applications consideration should
be given to the Melksham Joint Neighbourhood Plan, the Wiltshire Core Strategy and the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

Planning Applications

To comment on the following planning applications:

PL/2023/01721 23 HORNBEAM CRESCENT, MELKSHAM, SN12 6JF
Single storey rear and front porch extensions
Consultation deadline 06-04-2023

PL/2023/01624 28 SOUTHBROOK ROAD, MELKSHAM, SN12 8DT
First floor extension over existing single storey rear kitchen diner
to
create new master bedroom with ensuite. Minor amendments to
existing house.
Consultation deadline 06.04.2023
PL/2023/01622 54 LONGFORD ROAD, MELKSHAM, SN12 6AU

Removal of adjoined garage, then a double storey extension in its
place with a single storey extension across the rear. To create
extra living space including fourth bedroom.

Consultation deadline 05-04-2023

Planning Decisions

To note the following planning decisions:

PL/2022/09523 1 MARTIGNY ROAD, MELKSHAM, SN12 7PG
Conversion of a 2 storey dwelling into 2 flats
Decision: Approve with Conditions
MTC decision: No Objection

PL/2022/08913 64 LOWBOURNE, MELKSHAM, SN12 7ED
Proposed Ancillary Accommodation Extension
Decision: Approve with Conditions
MTC decision: NO Objection

Email: towncouncil@melksham-tc.gov.uk Web: www.melksham-tc.gov.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/melksham.town
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PL/2022/01197

existing

allow for

PL/2022/09709

PL/2023/00456

3 Lowbourne, Melksham, Wilts, SN12 7DZ
Variation of condition 19 of 13/07076/FUL (Demolition of

building and erection of 17 flats and associated works) to

an amended building footprint
Decision: Approve with Conditions
MTC decision: No Objection

67 SEMINGTON ROAD, MELKSHAM, SN12 6D
Proposed Replacement Single Storey Rear Extension
Decision: Approve with Conditions

MTC decision: No Objection

100 DUNCH LANE, MELKSHAM, SN12 8DX
Single storey rear extension

Decision: Approve with Conditions

MTC decision No Objection

Local Highways and Footpath Improvement Group (LHFIG) Issues (Pages 9 - 10)

Sandridge Common to Lopes Close

Neighbourhood Plan (Pages 11 - 22)

To receive the draft minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on

22 February 2023.

Sparkle Team and Parish Steward

To consider jobs to be undertaken by the Sparkle Team and Parish Steward.
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Agenda ltem 3

Melksham Town Council

Minutes of the CommitteeName meeting held
on MeetingDateLegal

PRESENT: ChairPresentShortClIrRolesList

ViceChPresentShortClirRolesList
MembersPresentShortCllrRolesRows

IN ATTENDANCE: GuestlnattendanceShortCllrRows
OFFICERS: OfficerlnattendanceTitleCells
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: One member of the public was present virtually.

Meeting Closed at: MeetingActualFinishTime

Signed: Dated:
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Melksham Town Council

Minutes of the Economic Development and Planning Committee meeting held
on Monday 13th February 2023

PRESENT: Councillor G Ellis (Chair)
Councillor G Cooke (Vice-Chair)
Councillor P Aves
Councillor J Oatley
Councillor S Rabey
Councillor S Mortimer

IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillor M Sankey — Wiltshire Council

OFFICERS: Patsy Clover Deputy Town Clerk
Hugh Davies Head of Operations
Ethan Watkins Work Experience

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: One member of the public was present virtually.
346/22  Apologies

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Goodhind who was substituted
by Councillor Mortimer.

347/22 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.
348/22 Minutes

The minutes of 9 January, having previously been circulated, were approved as a
correct record and signed by Councillor Ellis.

349/22  Planning Considerations
350/22 Planning Applications
The Council had no objection to the following planning applications:
PL/2022/09803 EBENEZER CHAPEL, UNION STREET, MELKSHAM, SN12 7PR
Removal of internal timber lobby and installation of new glazed

timber double doors.
Consultation Deadline: 2 February 2023 — extension requested
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PL/2023/00065

PL/2022/09851

PL/2021/11498

PL/2023/00559

PL/2023/00599

ANGELICA AVENUE, MELKSHAM, SN12 6QJ
New access road
Consultation Deadline: 3 February 2023 — extension requested

PADDOCK VIEW, 6 FARMHOUSE COURT, MELKSHAM, SN12 6FG
Retrospective permission sought for external works to form tiled
terrace with associated steps, water feature, external fireplace
with chimney, kitchen area, additional planting to hedge.
Erection of outbuilding for ancillary use as gym with associated
hot tub with pergola

Consultation Deadline: 3 February 2023 — extension requested

FORMER COUNTRYWIDE STORE SITE, BRADFORD ROAD,
MELKSHAM, SN12 8LQ

Erection of 1 No. commercial building (Builder’s Merchant) and
associated access, landscaping and drainage works
Consultation Deadline: 14 February 2023

At their meeting on 10 January 2022, the Economic Development
and Planning Committee supported the application making the
following comments:

e the Town Council recognised this as a brownfield site
development, noting the 25% increase in peak flow through
the river Avon projected by Defra.

e the Town Council sought confirmation that flood alleviation
and drainage mitigation would be put into place.

e the development should be subject to a suitable
landscaping plan and

e the developer should be encouraged to increase the number
of electric car charging points, as per the Neighbourhood
Planning Policy 4.

Members requested that the comments made by the Town
Council at their meeting on 10 January 2022 be made again
when responding to this planning application.

64 LOWBOURNE, MELKSHAM, SN12 7ED

Proposed detached garage & ancillary accommodation
outbuilding.

Consultation Deadline: 22 February 2023

57 KING STREET, MELKSHAM, SN12 6HE
Proposed two semi-detached dwellings

Consultation Deadline: 24 February 2023

The application was approved with reservations.
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351/22

PL/2023/00691

PL/2023/00456

Planning Decisions

LAND REAR OF 39 WOODROW ROAD, MELKSHAM, SN12 7AY
Erection of new dwelling
Consultation Deadline: 28 February 2023

100 DUNCH LANE, MELKSHAM, SN12 8DX
Single storey rear extension
Consultation Deadline: 27 February 2023

Members noted the following planning decisions:

PL/2022/08636

P1/2022/09518

PL/2022/08914

PL/2022/09017

PL/2022/08197

12 WOODSTOCK GARDENS, MELKSHAM, SN12 6AN

Two storey side and rear extension, front porch extension and
loft conversion.

Decision: Approve with conditions

MTC decision: Support

THE GRAPES INN, BANK STREET, MELKSHAM, SN12 6LE

T1 - Section fell conifer tree to as close to ground level as
possible. T2 — Section fell elder tree to as close to ground level as
possible.

Decision: No objection

MTC decision: No objection

1 BURNT COTTAGES, BEANACRE ROAD, MELKSHAM, SN12 7PT
Access and parking area to frontage.

To Note: whilst part of the application site is within the Town
boundary, the majority of the application site is in Melksham
Without. Melksham Without Parish Council will be considering
the application at their Planning meeting on 19 December 2022.
Decision: Approve with conditions

MTC decision: No objection

46 FOREST ROAD, MELKSHAM, SN12 7AB

Amendment to approved planning PL/2022/03626 to include an
additional bedroom and en-suite to loft.

Decision: Approve with conditions

MTC decision: No objection

8 ROWAN COURT, MELKSHAM, SN12 6HS

Proposed replacement of concrete profile roof tiles with grey/
anthracite concrete slay effect tile.

Decision: Approve with conditions
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MTC decision: No objection

PL/2022/08706 5A and B HIGH STREET, MELKSHAM, SN12 6JR
Internal alterations to form two additional residential units
Decision: Withdrawn by applicant
MTC decision: No objection

PL/2022/07738 16 BREAM CLOSE, MELKSHAM, SN12 7JX
Conservatory to side of property with a grey polycarbonate roof.
Decision: Approve with conditions
MTC decision: No objection

PL/2022/09007 2 ROPE WALK, MELKSHAM, SN12 7PW
Install black log burner flue to front elevation.
Decision: Approve with conditions
MTC decision: No objection

PL/2023/00038 MELKSHAM HUB,STATION APPROACH, MELKSHAM, SN12 8BN
Install pre-fabricated cabin to provide additional internal café
space for Melksham Hub Café, and associated site alterations.
Decision: Approve with conditions
MTC decision: The consultation deadline was 2 February 2023.
An extension was requested from Wiltshire Council but not
actioned and a decision has been made by Wiltshire Council.

352/22  Local Highways and Footpath Improvement Group (LHFIG) Issues

The likelihood of whether double yellow lines would solve the problem or move it to
another location was discussed.

Councillor Aves explained that whilst double yellow lines are relatively inexpensive to
paint, the legal fees involved will be expensive. It was agreed to include this application

on the annual list for Traffic Regulation Orders for Wiltshire Council in due course.

Councillor Ellis, as the ward councillor, agreed to speak to the resident who had made
the request.

353/22 Local Highways and Footpaths Improvement Group (LHFIG) Proposed
footpath to rear of Melksham Oak School

It was proposed by Councillor Oatley, seconded by Councillor Aves and
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to reiterate the Town Council’s support for the project to

Wiltshire Council.
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354/22

355/22

356/22

357/22

Neighbourhood Plan

The Committee received an update from Councillor Ellis in relation to the
Neighbourhood Plan consultations on the Town Centre Masterplan which had taken
place last week. The consultations had been very successful and generated multiple
responses which now needed to be followed up. Thanks were extended to the Town
Clerk, Melksham Without Parish Clerk and councillors from both parishes who had
facilitated the events.

Proposed revisions to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

The Wiltshire Council embargo on onshore wind development was discussed. The
Work Experience Officer mentioned the importance of addressing renewable energy in
Melksham.

The importance of revisiting older Wiltshire Council policies which may no longer be
relevant was discussed in view of the Council’s concerns over changes needed from an
ecological point of view.

It was proposed by Councillor Aves, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to ask Councillor Aves to respond to the consultation on
the proposed revisions to the NPPF.

Wiltshire Council Briefing Note re use of Council owned land for
environmental mitigation

It was agreed that the Environment and Climate Working Group would discuss the
Briefing Note at their meeting on 15 February.

Sparkle Team and Parish Steward
It was noted that the Sparkle Team had been disbanded and replaced by the MyWilts

reporting system and that the Parish Steward would be engaged on pot hole repairs
until 31 March.

Meeting Closed at: 7.58 pm

Signed:

Dated:
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_ Aqenda ltem 7
Highways Improvement Request Form

Contact Details

Name: Bex Ayre Date: 02/03/2023

Address: | Blackmore Road, melksham

Telephone No:

Email Address:

Issue Details

Location of Issue: Sandridge common, Lopes close
Community Area: Melksham v
Parish or Town Council: Melksham

Nature of Issue: (Max 600 characters)

From sandridge lay-by to the entrance of Lopes close there is NO footpath, | fell off the muddy
verge this week and was almost swiped by a car. Please can a small footpath be put it. It’s a fast
road and popular dog walking route. For safety | jumped the barrier but got shouted at my a local
resident. It’s too dangerous on that tiny grass verge

How long has it been an issue? Since the houses were built

What would you like done to resolve this issue? (Max 600 characters)

A small footpath to mirror further down would be ideal. Move the barrier back and there is plenty
of room for a small footpath. This is keep the resident happy as will stop walkers jumping it for
safety purpose too

Have you been in touch with your local Wiltshire Councillor? (vesiNo) No v}

This form needs to be completed and e-mailed or sent to your local Town or Parish Council.
Town and Parish contact details are available via the link below:
https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/mgParishCouncilDetails.aspx

Town or Parish Council Comments: (To be completed by Town or Parish Council only - Max 600 characters)
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Agenda ltem 8
Melksham Neighbourhood Plan

Steering Group Meeting

MELKSHAM
NETGHBOURHOOD

PLAN

Date: Wednesday 22 February 2023

Start: 6.30 pm

Present:

Steering Group Members Present Officers

Councillor David Pafford Chair (MWPC) Teresa Strange (MWPC)
Councillor John Glover (MWPC) Lorraine McRandle (MWPC)

Councillor Graham Ellis (MTC)

Councillor Pat Aves (MTC)

John Hamley (MTUG)

Councillor Mike Sankey (WC)

Shirley McCarthy (Environment)

Mark Blackham (Bowerhill Residents Action Group)
Colin Harrison (Business)

Task Group Members: Planning Consultants:

Councillor Mark Harris (MPWC) Vaughan Thompson (Place Studio)
Councillor Alan Baines (MWPC)

MTC Melksham Town Council

MWPC Melksham Without Parish Council

WwC Wiltshire Council

MTUG Melksham Transport User Group
MINUTES

1. Welcome & Housekeeping

Councillor Pafford welcomed everyone to the meeting and went through the fire
evacuation procedures for the building.

2. To note apologies

Apologies were received from Chris Holden who may be late to the meeting and
Linda Roberts, Town Clerk.

Page 1 of 12
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3. Declarations of Interests & Register of Interests
There were no declarations of interest.
4. Public Participation

One member of public was in attendance to observe the meeting.

5. To agree Minutes of Meeting held on 25 January 2023

Councillor Pafford highlighted Item 8 in the minutes, relating to the Draft Design
Codes should read as follows:

‘Resolved: To approve the draft Design Codes.’

Resolved: With the above amendment, to approve and for the Chair to sign the
minutes of the Steering Group meeting held on 25 January 2023.

6. To receive verbal feedback on the public consultation events w/c 6
February

Councillor Pafford informed the meeting the recent public consultation events
had been well attended with lots of questions raised. The Town Centre
stakeholder event had also gone well and was attended by a representative of
the Melksham Business Growth Group who would feedback on the event to
other businesses. Lots of people had seen information on the consultation in the
local press and had responded and therefore he felt it had been a worthwhile
exercise and thanked those involved, particularly the two Clerks.

Councillor Ellis reiterated Councillor Pafford’s thanks and also thanked the
various facilitators involved and confirmed the events had been very busy, with
lots of public interest. The maps of ‘What you Treasure’ and ‘Priorities for
Improvement’ had been particularly popular. With regard to the Town Centre
Masterplan, one of the key things which kept coming up was improving the
riverside, with Gloucester Docks cited as an example. There was also keen
interest in Cluster 1: The Civic and Campus Cluster. There had been quite a bit
of concern at additional housing and facilitators spent the time to explain the
Neighbourhood Plan cannot stop housing, but can at least influence where it is.

The Parish Clerk explained the events had been very popular and well attended,
with 87 responses to the consultation received already. 350 paper surveys have
been taken away to date and hopefully these would be completed and returned
in due course. Angell Motors had won the bottle of Champagne following the
draw after the events.

With regard to advertising the Neighbourhood Plan consultation in the Melksham
News, the Parish Clerk explained information had gone out the previous week
and another advert would be going out on 2 March as a reminder, including
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information on the Area Board meeting being held on 8 March, which included a
Neighbourhood Plan workshop.

The Parish Clerk reminded everyone the consultation closed on 19 March.

To agree next steps regarding the Town Centre Master Plan (TCMP)
a) Collation of comments collected and paper surveys

The Parish Clerk explained consideration still needed to be given to how to
record and analyse the information included on the various post-it notes
people had filled in during the consultation events.

b) Engagement with AECOM for input into draft TCMP report

The Parish Clerk explained whilst the draft Town Centre Masterplan had
already been undertaken by AECOM, following the consultation the views
from the public would be collated by officers and fed back to AECOM for them
to then produce a final draft report on the Town Centre Masterplan.

c) Approval by Town Council (meeting 27 February)

Councillor Ellis explained it would be difficult for the Town Council to approve
the plan ahead of time, without seeing the final draft of the plan.

The Parish Clerk explained it might be useful at the Town Council meeting to
provide an analysis of what people had been saying, which could be
arranged, if this was felt to be useful. Councillor Ellis agreed this would be
useful.

The Parish Clerk explained as an additional piece of work, Place, the
Melksham Neighbourhood Plan Consultants had provided a quote to the
Town Council, to help the Town Council, if they wished, to help get the best
out of the technical support with regard to the Town Centre Masterplan and
moving forward with the next steps.

d) Engagement with Wiltshire Council’s Economic Regeneration team

Vaughan explained he had discussed with both Clerks, prior to the Town
Centre Masterplan being finally approved, having a meeting with Wiltshire
Council representatives, including Economic Regeneration, Property and
Spatial Planning, as key stakeholders, who could be influential in the Town
Centre Masterplan. Therefore, had suggested rather than meet them all
individually to have one meeting, as this would help with the co-ordination
within Wiltshire Council as well.
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The Parish Clerk explained that various Melksham Area Board members,
Melksham Town Council and representatives from the Steering Group would
also be invited to the meeting, with support from Place.

Councillor Pafford invited comments from representatives of the Town Council
on this strategy. Both Councillors Aves and Ellis felt this was a good way
forward, as did the Steering Group.

Resolved: In the absence of the Town Clerk, for the Parish Clerk (with the
approval of the Town Councillors present) to liaise with the relevant parties in
arranging a meeting with key stakeholders from Wiltshire Council.

To agree arrangements for Melksham Area Board Wednesday 8 March with
a Place Shaping agenda including the Melksham NHP current
consultations

The Parish Clerk explained an Area Board meeting was due to be held at the
Campus Library on 8 March. Originally, the Clerks had asked if they could have
a slot before the meeting to hold another consultation event, but following
discussions, the meeting had evolved into a Place Shaping event, with
workshops on the Town Centre Masterplan, other aspects of the Neighbourhood
Plan as well as one for Area Board Place Shaping as part of the meeting.

The Parish Clerk suggested the facilitators who had helped at the recent public
consultation events could assist at the meeting, as it provided a consistent
message and sought a steer from the group if they were happy with this
approach.

Those present were happy with this approach. Councillors Aves and Ellis gave
their apologies as they would be unavailable on 8 March. Councillor Glover
stated he would be able to attend but only until 8.15pm. Both Councillors Baines
and Harris stated they would be happy to attend. The Parish Clerk suggested
approaching Town Councillor Rabey to see if she was available to assist, as well
as ascertain if other Town Councillors might be available.

Councillor Pafford suggested it would be useful, if at the Town Council meeting
on 27 February, Town Councillors be invited to attend the meeting as their input
would be useful. The MTC representatives agreed to raise this.

Landscape Buffer/Green Gap/Green Wedge evidence base

a) To review and validate the draft AECOM Green Gap and Wedge Study

Councillor Pafford noted the following amendments:
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Page 61, photograph 1: view of green wedge looking East from Corsham
Road, Whitley appeared not to be the correct. Councillor Sankey suggested it
should say West.

Page 72 para 4.19: stated ...The Eastern boundary follows Portal Way
(A350). However, this was not correct as the A350 was not called Portal Way
and therefore should state just the A350.

It was queried whether the Portal Way reference was correct with the Parish
Clerk agreeing to investigate this.

Page 77 - Settlement Character: The following sentence was incorrect:

‘The settlement boundaries identified in the Wiltshire Core Strategy identify
Melksham and Bowerhill as separate market towns.’

It was noted in the Wiltshire Core Strategy Melksham and Bowerhill were
considered as the same housing area, however, they were not separate
market towns. This statement was also reiterated on page 81.

Resolved: To validate the draft AECOM Green Gap and Wedge Study with
the above amendments.

b) To consider comments from Wiltshire Council on potential for strategic
green gaps and response

Councillor Pafford noted the AECOM Green Gap & Wedge Study identified 8
potential green gaps. Whilst supporting 6 of them it had not felt that the
criteria was met for the gaps between Bowerhill & Semington and Bowerhill
&Seend Cleeve, due to changes in parish boundaries between these areas.
The advice given was to seek the support of Wiltshire Council in allocating
these as strategic green gaps in the emerging Local Plan.

A response had been received from David Way, Senior Spatial Planning
Officer stating that Wiltshire Council were not looking into or intending to
designate any strategic landscape gaps around Melksham, stating any
landscape gaps were looking to come forward just through neighbourhood
plans.

David had also stated Melksham and Bowerhill was a strategic area for
growth and if the Steering Group were to designate a landscape gap to the
South or South-East of Bowerhill this could prevent future growth
opportunities and may conflict with the bypass route.

With regard to the gap between Semington and Berryfield/Bowerhill the Parish
Clerk explained the parish boundary went right up to the canal which
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effectively was where Semington started. Co-incidentally Semington’s
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group were currently working on their
Neighbourhood Plan with Place and had commissioned their own landscape
survey which they had shared.

However, with regard to Seend, this was not so easy as their Neighbourhood
Plan was already approved and made and having had conversations with the
ex Chair of Seend Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, they were not looking
to review their plan at present. With Melksham Without's boundary only
reaching as far as the old railway line in the middle of a field and not up to the
canal.

The Parish Clerk suggested that as Wiltshire Council would not be allocating
landscape gaps in the Local Plan that it could be used as evidence for the
Examiner of why they therefore needed to be allocated in the neighbourhood
plan.

Vaughan clarified a neighbourhood plan could not make designations outside
its boundary which created a fundamental problem in terms of the whole
green gap. The best scenario was to work with Semington on some kind of
joint green gap policy formulated to include in each neighbourhood plan, in
order to protect the gap in each area. If this did not work there were still
options at Semington, in looking at different ways to protect the green space
in terms of views, setting of the heritage assets and a number of other
settlement boundary protections at Semington and at Bowerhill.

The gap between Melksham Neighbourhood Plan area and Semington was
the most important of the settlement gaps because it is closer with more
development interest on the edges of both settlements. The gap between
Seend was more difficult, and therefore Vaughan’s advice was to optimise the
green gap protections in the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan area based on
the evidence support and settlement boundaries and unless there was a
change in circumstances in Seend, did not see a possibility of having green
gap policies back-to-back as with Semington.

Members discussed that there was still merit in seeking a landscape
gap/wedge between Bowerhill and Seend Cleeve, just in case a proposed
A350 bypass route was not in this direction, or at all, and the opportunity had
been missed.

Vaughan advised one of ways to deal with this issue was to get the review
made, get a development strategy made and to push Wiltshire Council to get
their development strategy made. There were a number of themes which
were being progressed by the review and therefore we are in a good position
to move these to Regulation 14 relatively soon and advised to carry on and
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not to get distracted into other areas of policy development at this point, as it
would add time and delay the making of the Neighbourhood Plan.

Resolved: The steering group to take the advice of the Neighbourhood Plan
consultant and to continue reviewing and renewing the neighbourhood plan
which would provide evidence for any future development proposals; building
on the strength of work completed by AECOM, Place Consultants and the
Steering Group.

c) To review neighbouring Semington NHP Steering Group’s Landscape
and Visual Appraisal report and any response

Resolved: To thank Semington Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group for
sharing their extensive Landscape & Visual Appraisal report. To express the
Steering Group’s desire to work collaboratively with them to progress the best
outcome for a landscape gap between the two settlements.

The Parish Clerk explained that with regard to Seend, she had left it that once
the Green Gap &Wedge Study had been published, the Steering Group would
share the report with Seend Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, suggesting
the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group would also like to work
collaboratively with Seend.

Resolved: To also write a similar letter to Seend Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group with a copy of the Green Gap &Wedge Study.

d) To agree next steps:

i. To consider any sites to put forward for Local Green Space
designation or Green Infrastructure?
As an example, the Parish Clerk explained when walking from
Melksham to Bowerhill through the fields along the A350, via the Right
of Way, that there was a clear desire line through the fields; and so
perhaps this could be classed as green infrastructure as a much more
pleasant and direct route through the industrial estate and as there was
no option to walk alongside the A350. Once on that walk, there is lots
of evidence of dog walkers and residents using those fields for leisure,
and so could also be considered as a Local Green Space.

A layered approach of designations might be appropriate for some of
the Green Gaps/Wedges identified and the group may wish to consider
some of the green wedges for layers of designation too; or the best
designation to be ascertained.

Vaughan explained that validating the AECOM report gave the
opportunity to use it as a baseline piece of evidence to find the best
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way forward of protecting spaces. These other layers could be looked
at but the Local Green Space designation whilst giving a stronger level
of protection, required more evidence that it met the designation; it
would be useful to have Katie Lea from Place be involved in that
exercise.

Resolved: To form a Green Gaps Task Group to undertake an
exercise with Katie Lea of Place to review the Green Gaps identified for
any further designations. Councillors Pat Aves, Alan Baines and John
Glover to form the working party, with the possible need/scope for more
volunteers.

ii. To agree to publish and use the final version as evidence for
planning applications etc

Resolved: To agree to publish and use the final version as evidence
for future planning applications with immediate effect.

iii. To include the report and produce an exhibition board on Green
Gap/Wedge evidence/policy for the Neighbourhood Plan segment
at the Area Board meeting

Resolved: To agree to include the published report and produce an
exhibition board on Green Gap/Wedge evidence/policy for the
Neighbourhood Plan segment at the Area Board meeting.

10. Programme Update

a)

b)

To note delay in publication of the draft Local Plan at Regulation 19
stage to Q3 2023 https://www.wiltshire.qov.uk/article/1086/Local-
Development-Scheme

The group noted the delay in the publication of the draft Local Plan
Regulation 19 stage to Quarter 3: July, August, September 2023

To note new timespan of the Local Plan, now until 2038 (previously
2036) and corresponding change to the Melksham NHP timespan

Members noted the new timespan of the Local Plan and Melksham
Neighbourhood Plan #2 until 2038.

To note expected date of Site Selection evidence report from AECOM
and to arrange next steps (Housing Task Group meeting to review?)

The Parish Clerk explained the report was due week commencing 28
February and therefore the Housing Task Group would want to review and
check it for factual errors prior to it seeking validation at the next Steering
Group.
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The Parish Clerk stated AECOM only wanted collated comments back from
one source and sought a best way forward.

Vaughan explained the Steering Group needed to be getting on with
selecting the sites and therefore making sure the report was correct needed
to be done in the first instance prior to being signed off in order for it be used
for site selection.

The Housing Task Group were confirmed as Councillor Pafford as lead,
Councillor Richard Wood, Councillor Baines, Councillor Harris, Councillor
Aves. It was suggested if Town or Parish Council representatives were
unavailable for the meetings, they arrange substitutes.

Resolved: For all Members of the Housing Task Group to have a copy of
the Site Selection Report and to report any factual errors back to the Parish
Clerk to forward to AECOM in order the Housing Task Group can review and
validate the final report on Wednesday, 22 March at 11.00am and start site
selection.

To hold the next Steering Group meeting on Wednesday, 5 April at 6.30pm
to consider the sites put forward by the Housing Group.

d) To note update following SEA (Strategic Environment Assessment)
meeting with AECOM

The Parish Clerk explained herself, the Town Clerk and Katie Lea of Place
had had a promising conversation with AECOM regarding the SEA, in that
rather than waiting until the end of the programme for AECOM to review
the policies, sites and evidence they were happy this information was sent
through as it was available. The main thrust of this work is to look at
whether reasonable alternatives have been considered.

e) To note current progress against Programme and expected date for
Regulation 14 consultation

Vaughan confirmed that the agreed programme had been to aim for a
formal Regulation 14 consultation in April/May 2023, with a view that
revisions and then submission to Wiltshire Council could take place as
soon as possible in July. The reason for this timeline was that the current
NHP#1’s NPPF paragraph 14 protection' ran out at the beginning of July
and there was some weight attributed to the draft revised NHP as it
followed the submission 16 process; particularly related to the housing site
selections.

Vaughan envisaged that at the beginning of April the Steering Group
should be able to make significant decisions about the remainder of the
outstanding Neighbourhood Plan content. This included the new green
gaps/wedges designations, green infrastructure, and any new Local Green

Ihttps://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/100575
9/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
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11.

Space designations as well as the recommended strategy in terms of site
allocations. The SEA process would run after this, and would lead to a
final draft version of NHP#2 to formally consult on at Regulation 14 stage?.
This process took time and even with rapid progress would mean that it
was not likely to be undertaken until the end of May or even June and is
reliant on the SEA work to be undertaken by AECOM. These means that
submission to Wiltshire Council would be after July, in August/September
time.

There would therefore be a gap between the protection of NHP#1 running
out on 8" July and the new NHP#2 gathering weight as it went through the
variety of processes and procedures to become a made plan; with the
prospect of a lack of 5-year housing land supply in Wiltshire.

However, the Government had been consulting on changes to the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) including extending the protection of
Paragraph 14 from 2 years to 5 years with all current information available
at present indicating that these changes would be immediately
implemented in Spring 2023. Therefore, there was a prospect that the
current neighbourhood plan could go from potentially losing its protection
in July to actually extending it for another 3 years; until July 2026.

Vaughan suggested that if this happened the Steering Group should
continue pressing on with the review, but noting that it would not be so
time critical to progress from NHP#1 to #2. It would create the opportunity
for the Steering Group and councils to consider precisely when they
wanted to undertake the Regulation 14 consultation as they could wait for
the Local Plan publication due in the summer to see the Spatial Strategy
and site allocations for the area before committing to the NHP sites.

Councillor Glover left the meeting (8.13pm) and suggested Councillor
Baines join the meeting as his substitute. Councillor Baines subsequently
joined the meeting.

To approve future spend, quotation for additional work by Place/ AECOM
if appropriate, latest invoices and note current financial report

The Parish Clerk explained that both her and the Deputy Town Clerk had gone
through and updated the expenditure spreadsheet to date on NHP#2 and
circulated to the steering group to review.

The Parish Clerk explained Place’s quote for the NHP#2 work was £21,743 and
broken down into various headings, £10,000 of this was funded via a grant from
Locality, with the difference being split between both councils.

A subsequent estimate from Place of £3,300 had been approved in November
for the Town Centre Masterplan work.

2 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/regulation/14/made
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Total Invoiced To Date Total outstanding to Invoice
£18,702.56 £6,340.44

The Parish Clerk explained in terms of the £10,000 grant from Locality, of that,
£5,463.50 had been spent to date with £4,537.50 still to come from the grant to
be used against the site assessment work being undertaken by AECOM.

The Parish Clerk reminded the group that any grant funding had to be spent by
the end of March 2023 which it would be, otherwise it would have to be
returned to Locality. Unfortunately, at present, there was no indication grant
funding would be available in the next financial year from the Government via
Locality.

In terms of total spend to date on NHP#2 this was £24,185.20 since 1 April
2022, with £18,702.56 with Place and the other £5,500 relating to Land
Registry searches, adverts in Melksham News, exhibition boards and printing
etc.

The Parish Clerk stated it needed to be borne in mind that the group had been
successful in obtaining various technical support packages from AECOM,
amounting to £1000s, in order to undertake the Neighbourhood Plan Review.
Therefore, whilst it has been a cost for both councils, the overall work, including
volunteer hours, amounted to significantly more than spent on undertaking the
review.

The Parish Clerk explained the £6,340.44 outstanding to invoice from Place
included Regulation 14 work including reviewing comments received and any
subsequent policy tweaks, however, there may be some other costs, such as
advertising the Regulation 14 consultation, and public consultation events.

With regard to the latest invoice from Place of £3,596.65 (ex VAT), this figure
had been included in the Total Invoiced to Date figure of £18,702.56. The
Parish Clerk explained this included £3,025 for Town Centre Masterplan
support and confirmed Place had undertaken 3 days more work than
anticipated and stated in their original budget estimate, some of this extra work
included extrapolating information from the Town Centre Master Plan and
distilling it into bite size piece of information to produce the information boards
for the consultation events.

The Parish Clerk clarified the figures shown on the spreadsheet did not include
VAT as this can be claimed back.

Resolved: To approve the invoice from Place of £3,596.65 ex VAT (Invoice
No: 6039)
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12.

13.

14.

15.

To consider requests for inclusion in NHP#2 from Melksham Without
Parish Council:

Councillor Pafford explained the Parish Council had several things that they

repeatedly requested on planning applications and therefore were suggesting

that these could perhaps be policies in NHP#2. Following discussions with

Vaughan, it was felt that these were better suited to incorporate into the

Design Code, rather than Plan policy. These included:

e The provision of bird, bat and bee bricks, reptile refugia and hibernacula
within a housing development, in order to increase biodiversity.

e Policy regarding applications for annexes to have a condition that they not
then be used as separate dwellings.

To approve the revised Terms of Reference as approved by both
qualifying bodies

The Parish Clerk explained the Terms of Reference had been back and forth
between both councils, and suggested this be deferred to a future meeting in
order to be sure that the various amendments had been captured.

To agree date and venue of Next Meeting of Steering Group
As discussed above, the next Steering Group meeting would be held on
Wednesday 5 April at 6.30pm at Melksham Without offices.

To consider comments to submit to the Government’s current NPPF
(National Planning Policy Framework) consultation - deadline 2 March

Councillor Aves explained she had already formulated a response to the
consultation on behalf of the Town Council but would check if any additional
comments had been made after it had been circulated to members of the
Council’'s Economic Development Committee for comment.

The Parish Clerk explained Melksham Without Parish Council were due to
look at the consultation (58 questions in total) at a Planning Committee
meeting the following week and asked if the Steering Group wished to make a
response separately or were happy for both councils to submit their respective
responses.

The Parish Clerk suggested the Steering Group may wish to welcome
Paragraph 14 protection being extended from 2 years to 5 years and the
removal of the 5-year land supply. The Parish Clerk agreed to forward the
parish council’s responses to the to the Town Council.

Resolved: To respond to the consultation welcoming changes which
strengthened the neighbourhood planning process.

Meeting closed at 8.29pm Signed ...
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