
 

Agenda for  GRANTS 08/06/26 @ 18:00 

1

1

1



 

 

Friday 29 May 2026 

Dear Councillors J Westbrook, P Aves, E Calland, J Crossley, G Elson, T Price and A Whitlock 

Ref: Community Grants Meeting, Monday 8 June 2026 
You are summoned in accordance with the Local Government Act (LGA) 1972, Sch 12, paras 10 
(2)(b) to a meeting of the Community Grants Committee of Melksham Town Council for the 
transaction of the business shown on the agenda below.  

Monday 8 June 2026, to be held at 18.00 in the Council Chamber, Melksham Town Hall, Market 
Place, Melksham, SN12 6ES. 

The quorum for Community Development is 4.  

Public Participation 
Members of the public and the press may attend this meeting in person or join the meeting on 
Teams via the following link: https://tinyurl.com/4j4d4fdc . Public participation will take place 
near the start of the meeting.  

Each speaker is limited to three minutes, with a total public session of 20 minutes. Members of 
the public are requested to send their questions to CEO@melksham-tc.gov.uk by noon on the 
working day before the meeting. You should still attend the meeting, in person or online, to ask 
your question. 

No decisions will be made on matters not already on the agenda. The Council may ask the 
public and press to leave if confidential matters need to be discussed. 

The Seven Principles of Public Life. 

All members are reminded of their duty under the code of conduct to uphold the Seven 
Principles of Public Life: selflessness, integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness, honesty, 
and leadership. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Miss Hayley Bell 
CEO 
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Community Development Committee Terms of Reference 
The Community Development Committee will be responsible for matters relating to all events 
staged, managed or involved with in relation to the Town. This will involve the preparation and 
management of event planning and gaining relevant permissions required. 

1. Membership – seven elected Members. 

1.1 Invited officers and volunteers to enable events to be run, who have will have no 
voting rights. 

1.2 No business may be transacted at a meeting unless at least 50% of the whole 
number of members of the committee, rounded up, are present. 

1.3 Substitution of Members - Substitutes should be nominated by the Member of 
the Committee planning to be absent and notified to the Proper Officer in writing 
by 3pm on the day of the meeting. 

2. Delegated Business – The Committee has been delegated to deal with the following 
matters on an ongoing basis or to conclusion: 

2.1 All community events; 

2.2 Community activities and engagement including the development of a 
community group network; 

2.3 Community Hub – virtual or physical; 

2.4 Public Arts Projects; 

2.5 South-West in Bloom and Melksham Gardening Competition; 

2.6 Marketing and Promotion; 

2.7 Civic Awards; 

2.8 Review all budget lines and monthly accounts for all events; 

2.9 To work with and support existing and new community groups, clubs, and 
centres. 

2.10 Allocation of grants within the agreed criteria and budget of the Town Council  

3. Referred Business – To consider and make recommendations to the Town Council on the 
following matters: 

3.1 Budget estimates, to be prepared no later than September each year and 
submitted to the RFO; 
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3.2 To approve expenditure within budget and to refer any requests for expenditure 
over budget to Full Council; 

3.3 To approve expenditure for projects allocated within Earmarked Reserves. 
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Agenda 

Community Grants 

1. Apologies 19.00 – 19.01 

To receive and consider acceptance for apologies and absences  

(Local Government Act, 1972 s.85) 

2. Declaration of interests  19.01 – 19.02 

To declare an interest relating to the business of the meeting.  

(Melksham Town Council Code of Conduct) 

3. Minutes  19.02 – 19.05 

To approve the minutes of the previous meeting 8th December 2025 

(Local Government Act 1972, s. 12) 

4. Public Participation 19.05 – 19.25 

To allow public participation, 3 minutes per person; 20-minute allocation. We would 
request that if your Public Participation does not relate specifically to grants that you bring 
it up at the Community meeting immediately following this meeting.  

(Local Government Act 1972, s. 12)  

5. Grants 

For decision on the following community grant applications 

5.1 1st Bowerhill Scout Group 

5.2 Families Out Loud 

5.3 Melksham Transport User Group 

5.4 British Cactus and Succulent Society Wiltshire Branch 

5.5 Melksham Gardeners Society 

5.6 Friends of Shurnhold Fields 

5.7 Group Five 

5.8 Wessex MS Therapy Centre 
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Melksham Town Council 

Minutes of the Community Development Committee Grants Meeting 

on Monday 8th December 2025 

PRESENT:  Councillor J Westbrook Chair 
   Councillor R Cleary  Vice Chair 
   Councillor P Aves 
   Councillor E Calland 
   Councillor J Crossley 
   Councillor G Elson 
   Councillor S Rabey 
IN ATTENDANCE  

OFFICERS  Ian Cunningham  Community Officer 
   Andrew Meacham  Committee Clerk   
 
PUBLIC members of the public were present from the grant application organisations 

29/25  Apologies 

Apologies were received from Councillor Drewett, who was subbed by Councillor Crossley 

30/25 Declaration of Interest 

Councillor G Elson declared an interest for an involvement with Friends of Gifford Surgery. 

Councillor J Westbrook and Councillor P Aves declared an interest for involvement with 

Melksham Community Larder. 

31/25 Grants 

The application from the W.I was withdrawn. 

There was no attendance from Friends of River Mead School. 

Representatives of the applicant organisations spoke and members asked questions. 

Members voted to award grants as follows 

• Melksham Foodbank & Lifeline CIO  £1000.00 

• Melksham Lions    £559.98 

• Wiltshire Digital Drive CIC   £1000.00 

• Celebrating Age Wiltshire   £1000.00 

• Friends of Gifford Surgery   £1000.00 

• Melksham Community Larder  £200.00 

• Friends of River Mead School   £120.00 

• Fear Free     £1000.00 
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A total of £5879.98 was awarded. 

Councillor Elson abstained on the vote for Friends of Gifford Surgery. 

Councillor J Westbrook and Councillor Aves abstained on the vote for Melksham Community 

Larder. 

Meeting closed at: 18:45 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………………………………………..……….. Dated …………………… 
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 Applied Organisation Type Amount? Charity Brief Purpose 
A 17/01/2026 1st Bowerhill Scouts Group Community £869 Yes Tomahawk axes 
B 04/03/2026 LEMMS LTD Trading as The 

Hiding Place 
Community £1000 No Accessible, inclusive community hub programme 

C 
05/03/2026 Families Out Loud  

Community £1000 Yes Free professional counselling sessions for 
residents of Melksham Town 

D 

08/03/2026 
Melksham Transport User 
Group 

Community £750 No Equipment, stock, and building repairs for a 
volunteer-run and staffed passenger support 
facility at Melksham Railway Station 

E 
09/03/2026 

British Cactus and Succulent 
Society Wiltshire Branch 

Facility £364.50 No Hire of Assembly Hall for their Annual Cactus & 
Succulent Show 

F 
13/03/2026 Melksham Gardeners Society  

Facility £388 No Hire of Assembly Hall for their Flower and 
Produce Show 

G 16/03/2026 Friends of Shurnhold Fields Community £1000 No Car park planting bed/willow arch 
H 20/04/2026 GROUP FIVE Community £1000 Yes Van insurance and road tax 
I 

30/04/2026 Wessex MS Therapy Centre 
Community £1000 Yes Free Neuro-Physiotherapy sessions for habitants 

of Melksham with Multiple Sclerosis 
 

B: More information was requested on the programme. While the grant was intended for community use, the organisation is a for-profit company, and 
it was decided they do not fit the requirements set out by the Grants Policy to apply. 

E: Event date has passed; it was felt that due to the change in dates of this meeting, the application should come to council for consideration 
retrospectively. 

F: Original application requested a Community grant; confirmed the organisation intended to apply for a Facilities Hire grant. 

H: Insurance is considered a running cost under Schedule 1 of the Grants Policy; however, the Council have occasionally made exceptions in the past. 

Funds available £10000 
Total requested June 2026 £5983.50 
Difference £4016.50 

 

9

9

9



Andrew Wellman
1st Bowerhill Scout Group

Submission Date Jan 17, 2026 1:53 PM

Organisation/Group Name 1st Bowerhill Scout Group

Contact Name Andrew Wellman

Postal Address Bowerhill Village Hall

Postcode SN12 6SN

Phone Number 01225972726

Mobile Phone Number 07786092601

Email andrew_wellman@hotmail.com

Which type of grant are you
applying for? Please refer to
policy

 Community Grants

If applying for a Community
Grant, is the maximum that can
be applied for is £1000

 No

Please confirm that your
organisation has:  Its own bank/building society current account, in the name of the 

organisation, with two unrelated signatories

 At least three members on its management committee/board

 A written governing document (e.g. a constitution, memorandum, 
articles of association, set of rules or trust deed

Are you a registered charity ?  Yes

If Yes please provide your
charity number

XR43883
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Is your organisation part of, or
affiliated to, a larger
organisation?

 Yes

If Yes which organisation: Scout Association

Please tick the categories that
best describe your
organisation:

 Youth Group

What does your organisation do
and how does it benefit the
community and/or individuals
in the area covered by
Melksham Town Council?

1st Bowerhill Scout Group provides a varied and exciting weekly programme 
of activities for young people aged 5-18 years old living in the Melksham 
Town Council area and beyond.

Project or Service Name: Tomahawk axes

Please describe what the
funding is being requested for:

Teaching Scouts new and fun skills is what scouting is all about (skills for 
Life). Outdoors activities teach resilience and confidence and is great for 
mental wellbeing. Learning to do dangerous activities in a safe manner is a 
key part of this and axe (or more specifically tomahawk) throwing is a great 
way to learn to handle dangerous tools safely as well as learning a new skill. 
The equipment we need will last a lifetime and will create many lifelong 
memories. Our Scouts, of all ages, tried this last year and are still talking 
about it! We can share the equipment and our volunteers time to offer this to 
other local groups in the area. 1st Bowerhill Scout Group are looking for a 
grant for the following tomahawk equipment: 3x Norse hawk throwing axes 
for £162, 3x Frontier Hawks for £117, 8x Small hawk axes for £400 and 3x 
target rounds and stands for £190. The total amount for the tomahawk 
equipment is £869.

What evidence do you have
that this project/service is
required in the area covered by
Melksham Town Council?

1st Bowerhill Scout Group engage over 35 young people from the Melksham 
Town Council area. The investment in tomahawk axes equipment will teach 
young people how to use axes safely.

What evidence do you have
that this project/service is will
benefit the community and/or
individuals based in the area
covered by Melksham Town
Council?

We have census evidence that over 35 young people from the Melksham 
Town Council area members of 1st Bowerhill Scout Group .

What evidence do you have of
adverse effects on the
community and/or individuals
based in the area covered by
Melksham Town Council if your
project/service does not
continue?

If this project does not continue, then the young people of 1st Bowerhill 
Scout Group won't be able to access a wide variety of activities involving 
axes.

How many people in total will
benefit from this grant?

75

How many of the beneficiaries
are residents of the area
covered by Melksham Town
Council?

35
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Please explain how you
calculated the number of
beneficiaries within the area
covered by Melksham Town
Council?

We have used Scout census information to calculate who lives in the 
Melksham Town Council area.

Estimated Total Cost of
Project?

869

Grant Amount requested? 869

What are your current or
planned subs/fees/charges?

We charge young people £120 a year to attend Bowerhill Scout Group.

Please detail all received and
applied for grant applications,
sponsorship and in kind
donations Please refer to the
bullet points below for full
details of what to include ?

Source Amount ConfirmedY/N?

Wiltshire Area Board 400 N

Melksham Without 
Parish Council 2000 n

How will you spend the grant
money you are applying for?

Expenditure Amount ConfirmedY/N?

Tomahawk axes 869 Y

Account year Ending: 2025

Total Expenditure: 9106.20

Total Gross Income: 12195.38

Balance at year end: 7952.29

Savings (Reserves, Cash,
Investments)

2144.90

Please tick to confirm that this
grant application meets the
following criteria

Is NOT for a private organisation operating as a business to make a 
profit or surplus.

Is NOT for a national organisation or charity.

Is NOT for an "Upward Funder" (e.g. a local group whose fundraising 
is sent to central Headquarters for redistribution.

Will NOT be passed on to any other individuals or groups (except to 
pay for goods and services).

Is NOT for a political or religious organisation.

Is NOT for an activity that is completely funded from another 
funding source. 
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Is NOT for loans or interest payments.

Is NOT for an organisation whose function is primarily undertaken by 
the Health Authority or Wiltshire Council's Social Services.

Is NOT for an organisation that discriminates on the grounds of race, 
religion, age, gender, transgender, sexual orientation, martial status, 
pregnancy or any disability.

Is NOT for any expenditure incurred or committed before 
confirmation of the grant (e.g. for a one-off project which has 
already happened).

Is the Grant requested for general or ongoing running costs such as 
salaries or rent?

Is the Grant requested for
general or ongoing running
costs such as salaries or rent?

 No

Has your group/organisation
previously received funding
from Melksham Town Council

 Yes

If Yes what year was it
awarded?

Unknown

How much was awarded? Unknown

What was the funding for? Unknown

Is the funding for security
measures?  No

Is the funding for work with
vulnerable adults or children?  No

Upload a copy of your governing
document, (e.g. constitution,
memorandum, articles of
association, set of rules or trust
deed)

Scout Policy.docx

Upload a copy of your most
recent accounts

Cashbook & Final Accounts - 24-25 (AW … .xls

Upload a copy of your most
recent bank statement & details
of any other investments/savings 1st Bowerhill Scout Group Current accco… .pdf

DOCX

XLS

PDF

13

13

13

https://eu.jotform.com/uploads/Melksham/250152864706356/6444671851419005627/Scout%20Policy.docx
https://eu.jotform.com/uploads/Melksham/250152864706356/6444671851419005627/Cashbook%20%26%20Final%20Accounts%20-%2024-25%20(AW%20Grant%20Appls).xls
https://eu.jotform.com/uploads/Melksham/250152864706356/6444671851419005627/1st%20Bowerhill%20Scout%20Group%20Current%20acccount%2001%20January%20-%2040-32-13%20_%2011374435.pdf


1st Bowerhill Scout Group Savings Accou… .pdf

A copy of your Safeguarding
Policy

Safeguarding policy and procedures.docx

A copy of your Equal
Opportunities Policy or
Statement Scout Equal Opportunities Policy.docx

A copy of your Environmental
Policy (or evidence of the
environmentally responsible and
sustainable practices of your
organisation.

Scout Environmental Policy.docx

Name of Account 1st Bowerhill Scout Group

Account Number 11374435

Sort Code: 403213

Signature

Date Jan 16, 2026

Do you give consent for photos
to be provided or taken of you
and your organisation for use in
social media, press releases
and future grant marketing

 Opt In

Would you like your information
retained to be contacted about
grant opportunities from
Melksham Town Council Events

 Opt In

PDF

DOCX

DOCX

DOCX
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https://eu.jotform.com/uploads/Melksham/250152864706356/6444671851419005627/Safeguarding%20policy%20and%20procedures.docx
https://eu.jotform.com/uploads/Melksham/250152864706356/6444671851419005627/Scout%20Equal%20Opportunities%20Policy.docx
https://eu.jotform.com/uploads/Melksham/250152864706356/6444671851419005627/Scout%20Environmental%20Policy.docx
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